Attribution of intention as a function of physiognomy.
Ss agree in attributing character traits to strangers' photographs, but there has been no explication of what such labels imply. Presumably. trait names either mediate or reflect Ss' expectations of such strangers" likely social behaviors: but that remains undemonstrated, and we may be able to study such physiognomy-tied expectations directly. Sampling problems confront trait studies and intention studies alike, but the present research showed that Ss' expectations of a person's behavioral intentions, as measured by alternative interpretations of short "scenarios," were reliably influenced by that person's photograph.